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"*Sadana Islands Shipwreck Revisited"
Dr.Mohamed Said Salama®

Dr.Mohamed Ahmed khadr**
Abstract:

The Sadana Island shipwreck is located c¢.35km south of
Hurghada along the Egyptian Red Sea coast. The wreck settles at
the foot the reef north of the Sadana Islands at a depth between
27m and 45m. Between 1995 and 1998 the Sadana Island
shipwreck was partially excavated by the Institute of Nautical
Archaeology-Egypt (INA-Egypt). During the excavation it was
realized that the ship was 50 meters long, 18 meters wide, and
able to carry 900 tons, and it probably dates to the 1760s. The
Sadana shipwreck was probably part of a fleet of merchant
vessels that operated within the Red Sea during the Ottoman
period, and it sank during its voyage northwards on its way to
Suez.

The excavation resulted in the discovery of a cargo of
Chinese Qing Dynasty porcelain manufactured for the Middle
Eastern market, large quantities of ceramic water jars, in addition
to an array of organic remains such as coffee, pepper, coriander,
cardamom and frankincense. More than 3,000 excavated artefacts
are now in the Alexandria Conservation Laboratory for
Submerged Antiquities.

However, the Sadana Island shipwreck was not fully
excavated in the 90s as hundreds of artifacts were left
underwater, which made it subject to looting by sport divers.
Moreover, the ship's hull was not fully planned Therefore, in
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2017 the Alexandria Centre for Maritime Archaeology and
Underwater Cultural Heritage revisited the site of the Sadana
Shipwreck in order to assess its present conditions and develop a
plan of the site' management. This paper will be looking at the
current situation of the Sadana Island Shipwreck and the
potentials for its further study.
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